
You made it!  

 June 13 — TODAY

Last Day of
Preschool

 June 14 —
Last Day of
K-12 Classes!

Future Dates: 

 August 22 —
Powerful Learning
Conference
(Mercer Island HS)

 August 27 —
Summer Learning
Academy (9-3 p.m.),
SMS Re-Dedication   
(4-7 p.m.)

 August 28 —
All Staff Kick-Off
breakfast & tour
MSHS (7:30 a.m.)

 September 2 —
Labor Day holiday

 September 4 —
1st day of school

 September 7 —
MSHS Community
Open House/
Celebration
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Superintendent Message:  Happy last two days of school 

Snoqualmie Valley School District staff!

I was looking back at my first letter to you in August after 
our opening kick-off assembly. As you may recall, I shared 
what I believe to be the foundation of a successful school 
district. I spoke about five foundational beliefs that would 
set the tone for the year to empower our students, staff, 
parents and community. I encouraged us to ensure that  
everyone is “seen”– their hopes, fears, dreams, passions, 
weaknesses and strengths. And, that all of our stakeholders 
feel Respected, Valued, Capable, Loved and that they      
Belong to a caring and nurturing organization.  

Well, you did not disappoint! It has been a year of getting   
to know many of you, trying to remember faces and places, 
connecting to community partners and experiencing SVSD 

— coming from the outside looking in, to being on the inside looking out. What I noticed 
most often is that you as staff, a group of individuals who come together to serve our       
students and community, are doing exactly what needs to be done. That is, you are helping 
to ensure all stakeholders in our school feel Respected, Valued, Capable, Loved and that they 
Belong to a caring and nurturing organization. 

I have seen our students’ potential blossom because of the relationships you have built with 
them. I have seen parents breathe a sigh of relief (including this grandpa!) as they learn that 
their children are safe, cared for, and learning in an environment that recognizes each child’s 
strengths, insecurities and potential to be the best he/she can be. I have seen and heard 
community members sing your praises, as they share how “in awe” they are, in terms of what 
you as staff members do for individual students. They appreciate the programs and courses 
we offer to help students explore their interests and discover their passions. I have heard 
from many of you about the great things your colleagues are doing for students, staff,      
parents and this community. 

We “do” a lot of stuff — ELA, AVID, SEL, CTE, PBIS, MTSS, RTI, AP, to name a few beloved  
acronyms. But you also know that, “Nobody cares how much you know until they know  
how much you care.”  Thank you for caring and making a difference to so many lives. My 
learning this year is that this school district is a special place filled with generous, kind and 
compassionate people who want to ensure each student’s success, regardless of the path a 
student may ultimately choose after high school. 

Thank you for a great first year. I am looking forward to next year as we charge ahead and 
work together to Engage and Empower All Learners to reach their greatest potential.       
My hope is that your summer is everything you need it to be for you and your family! 

Thanks again, 

Follow me on Twitter: @svsdsupt

Superintendent 
Robert W. Manahan, Ed.D. 
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Welcome New 
Staff to SVSD! 

 Elizabeth Evensen
SMS Head Secretary

 William Barnes
Grounds Worker

 Christa Ostrem
Bus Driver

Quality Child Care: 

Are you looking   
for quality child 
care for children 
who are ages 12 
months or walking, 
to 4 years?  
Consider the Two 
Rivers’ Child Care 
Program for school 
employees. Contact 
Merle Hill at 
hillm1@svsd410.org 
or 425-831-4207 
with questions. 
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Retirement Best Wishes to 16 SVSD Staff  
Thank you for your years of support and service to Snoqualmie Valley schools, staff and 
students. We wish you all stellar health, peace, and fun adventures ahead in retirement. 
Cheers to you all!  

 Kelly Billington, NBES 4th Grade Teacher

 Theresa Bothell, TRES/OES Paraeducator

 Elaine Burgener, TRS Teacher

 Susan Burke, SES Reading Specialist

 Anna Clifford, SES Preschool Paraeducator

 Barbara DiTrani, OES Paraeducator

 Mickey Fowler, CKMS Teacher

 Carl Gerber, MSHS Head Custodian

 Betty Hamilton, FCES Head Custodian (earlier this year)

 Lynn Heikkila, Human Resources Director

 Laurie Heinz-Betts, CVES Math Intervention Specialist/teacher

 Jeff Hogan, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching, Learning and Technology

 Kim Roeber, Superintendent’s Administrative Assistant (September 2019)

 Charles Smith, Paraeducator and Bus Driver (earlier this year)

 Penny Tietje-Humphreys, Bus Driver

 Cindy Yarnchak, Bus Driver

A Special Tribute:  Special thanks to Assistant Superintendent Jeff Hogan, who has

served our district for 33 years!  In honor of the tremendous impact Jeff has had on shaping 
our district, here are a few fun facts regarding his tenure in SVSD. (Disclaimer: Given his humble 
demeanor and request for no special recognition, this is an unauthorized but well-deserved tribute.) 

Did you know?... Jeff was an Eagle Scout and a back-country ranger in   
Idaho and Winthrop before his first teaching job in Almira. He has a BA in 
Science Education and Earth Science and a MS degree in Biology from  
CWU, and his Superintendent certificate from SPU. He joined SVSD in 1986 

to teach science at Mount Si High School, and coached softball & football. 
He led the Outdoor Club, taught classes in emergency preparedness and wilderness survival  
classes, and hiked many of the area’s trails when they were only known to locals.  Jeff was on 
hand during the filming of the Twin Peaks TV series, supervising student “extras.”  In 1994, Jeff 
was named the Washington State Teacher of the Year for District #5.  

Jeff’s visionary leadership in technology has literally transformed our district. He was the first Tech Teacher on 
Special Assignment (TOSA), set up the first email, trained administrators how to use the district’s first Apple   
PowerBook computers, established Internet access at all schools, worked with PTSAs to sponsor school tech-
nology initiatives, and led efforts to lay  the first fiber optics in the Valley (which the cities and casino have used).  
He pitched the idea to run the first Technology Levy (which continues to support the district’s infrastructure), 
added wireless and mobile devices, and laid the foundation for the 1-to-1 Computing Initiative being rolled out   
in the fall.  He’s played a vital role in bargaining, bond and levy campaigns, six boundary changes, and opening 
CVES/TFMS/TRES/CKMS gym/MSHS stadium, in addition to current preparations for 2019.  With his positive   
leadership style, keen listening skills, creative problem solving, and integrity, Jeff has also skillfully guided our 
learning community through hot topics, garnering the respect and gratitude of all parties involved when opinions 
and passions differ.  Thank you, Jeff, for your extraordinary contributions that will benefit SVSD staff, students 
and families for generations to come!   

Late 80’s 

Enjoy Retirement! 

mailto:hillm1@svsd410.org


HEALTH NOTICE: 

   Please continue   
to verify Measles 
immunization over 
the summer, and 
submit your valid 
documentation to 
HR. As reported   
earlier, school staff 
will be required to 
show proof of     
immunity from a 
health care provid-
er, in the event of     
exposure at one    
of our schools. 
Staff without valid    
documentation 
could be excluded 
from school for 21 
days, according    
to Public Health. 
Watch for an email 
confirming your 
measles immunity 
status on file and 
next steps. 

Celebrations: 

K-5 Coding Teacher
Tom Fladland at
NBES received a
Safeway Teacher
Grant June 4.
Read the full story.

Do you have good 
news to share? 

Email malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or call 
Carolyn Malcolm at 
425-831-8423.

Snoqualmie Valley 

School District 
PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

425-831-8000

www.svsd410.org 
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 Snoqualmie Valley Graduation Celebrations 

School Employees Benefits Board (SEBB) Information 

The Washington State Legislature passed a law in 2017 that created a new, mandatory 
benefits program for all school district employees.  The new program is called the 
School Employees Benefits Board (SEBB).  Starting January 1, 2020, all school district 
employees are required to participate in SEBB, and school districts will no longer be 
allowed to offer their own health benefit plans.  Enrollment for SEBB options will begin 
in October, so more details will be provided in the fall.  Current insurance benefits will 
continue through December 31, 2019.  Open enrollment will be available to new hires 
and staff who want to change their coverage through December 31.  For additional       
details, please refer to the benefits information online or visit the Washington State 
Health Care Authority (HCA) website.  Staff may also receive information directly from 
the HCA about the upcoming changes.   

School Board selfie… 
Wishing you a great summer! 

For Class of 2019 highlights and a slide show (with 115 photos) from Mount Si High 
School’s graduation event on June 7, read the full story.  

The Transition  
Learning Center 
(TLC) celebrated 
four students 
who completed 
the program  
this year.  
Read their story. 

Congratulations to 20 
Two Rivers graduates 
and staff!  For highlights 
and more photos from 
their June 5 graduation,  
read the full story.  

https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=22235&PageID=1
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/school-employees-benefits-board-sebb-program
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=22288&PageID=1
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=22227&PageID=1
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=39&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=22229&PageID=1
https://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib/WA01919490/Centricity/Domain/74/Benefits Information 6-13-2019.pdf

